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This collection of essays and interviews addresses important theoretical, philosophical and creative issues in
Western art music at the end of the twentieth- and the beginning of the twenty-first centuries. Edited by Max
Paddison and Irene Deliege, the book offers a wide range of international perspectives from prominent
musicologists, philosophers and composers, including Celestin Deliege, Pascal Decroupet, Richard Toop,
Rudolf Frisius, Alastair Williams, Herman Sabbe, Francois Nicolas, Marc Jimenez, Anne Boissiere, Max
Paddison, Hugues Dufourt, Jonathan Harvey, and new interviews with Pierre Boulez, Brian Ferneyhough,
Helmut Lachenmann, and Wolfgang Rihm. Part I is mainly theoretical in emphasis. Issues addressed include
the historical rationalization of music and technology, new approaches to the theorization of atonal harmony
in the wake of Spectralism, debates on the 'new complexity', the heterogeneity, pluralism and stylistic
omnivorousness that characterizes music in our time, and the characterization of twentieth-century and
contemporary music as a 'search for lost harmony'. The orientation of Part II is mainly philosophical,
examining concepts of totality and inclusivity in new music, raising questions as to what might be expected
from an autonomous contemporary musical logic, and considering the problem of the survival of the avant-
garde in the context of postmodernist relativism. As well as analytic philosophy and cognitive psychology,
critical theory features prominently, with theories of social mediation in music, new perspectives on the
concept of musical material in Adorno's late aesthetic theory, and a call for 'an aesthetics of risk' in
contemporary art as a means 'to reassert the essential role of criticism, of judgment, and of evaluation as
necessary conditions to bring about a real public debate on the art of today'. Part III offers creative
perspectives, with new essays and interviews from important contemporary composers who have made
highly significant interventions in the debates around music today, both through their compositions and
through their writings on music. The contributions from Pierre Boulez, Brian Ferneyhough, Helmut
Lachenmann, Wolfgang Rihm, and Jonathan Harvey, and also the opening essay of the volume by the French
spectralist composer and philosopher Hugues Dufourt, address issues of chance, control, freedom, intuition,
ambiguity, technology, time, and meaning in contemporary music. A concluding essay by Alastair Williams
on advanced contemporary music and the Austro-German tradition post-1968 provides a postlude to the
book, while the whole collection is prefaced by an extended introductory chapter by Max Paddison which
provides a context of ideas, and traces many of the issues discussed back to Adorno's seminal notion of une
musique informelle.
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From reader reviews:

Sammy McManus:

This Contemporary Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. That Contemporary Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives without we realize teach
the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Contemporary
Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Contemporary
Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives having good arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Howard Benedict:

The publication untitled Contemporary Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Contemporary Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Meredith Butler:

The e-book with title Contemporary Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Contemporary Music: Theoretical and
Philosophical Perspectives is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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