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In this age of DNA computers and artificial intelligence, information is becoming disembodied even as the
"bodies" that once carried it vanish into virtuality. While some marvel at these changes, envisioning
consciousness downloaded into a computer or humans "beamed" Star Trek-style, others view them with
horror, seeing monsters brooding in the machines. In How We Became Posthuman, N. Katherine Hayles
separates hype from fact, investigating the fate of embodiment in an information age.

Hayles relates three interwoven stories: how information lost its body, that is, how it came to be
conceptualized as an entity separate from the material forms that carry it; the cultural and technological
construction of the cyborg; and the dismantling of the liberal humanist "subject" in cybernetic discourse,
along with the emergence of the "posthuman."

Ranging widely across the history of technology, cultural studies, and literary criticism, Hayles shows what
had to be erased, forgotten, and elided to conceive of information as a disembodied entity. Thus she moves
from the post-World War II Macy Conferences on cybernetics to the 1952 novel Limbo by cybernetics
aficionado Bernard Wolfe; from the concept of self-making to Philip K. Dick's literary explorations of
hallucination and reality; and from artificial life to postmodern novels exploring the implications of seeing
humans as cybernetic systems.

Although becoming posthuman can be nightmarish, Hayles shows how it can also be liberating. From the
birth of cybernetics to artificial life, How We Became Posthuman provides an indispensable account of how
we arrived in our virtual age, and of where we might go from here.
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From reader reviews:

Shalon Fisk:

The book How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the best thing like a book How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and
Informatics? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book How We
Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read
a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Dan Flood:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies
in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics has been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication How We Became
Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book How We Became
Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics. You never feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Katherine Velasquez:

The particular book How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics
will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book How We
Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Rosemary Lilly:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this How We Became Posthuman: Virtual
Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics as good
book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its



deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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