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There is something offensive and scandal ous about poetry, judging by the number of attacks on it and
defenses of it written over the centuries. Poetry, Hazard Adams argues, exists to offend - not through its
subject matter but through the challenges it presents to the prevailing view of what language is for. Poetry's
main cultural value isits offensiveness; it should be defended as offensive.

Adams specifies four poetic offenses - gesture, drama, fiction, and trope - and devotes a chapter to each,
ranging across the landscape of traditional literary criticism and exploring the various attitudes toward
poetry, including both attacks and defenses, offered by writers from Plato and Aristotle to Sidney, Vico,
Blake, Y eats, and Seamus Heaney, among others. "Criticism," Adams writes, "needs renewa in every age to
free poetry from the prejudices of that age and the unintended prejudices of even the best critics of the past,
to free poetry to perform its provocative, antithetical cultura role.”

Poetry achievesits cultural value by opposing the binary oppositions - form and content, fact and fiction,
reason and emotion - that structure and polarize most understandings of literature and of life. Adams takes a
position antithetical to the extremes of both abstract formalism and the politicization of literary content. He
concludes with an appreciation of what he calls the double offense of "great bad poetry,” poetry so
exceptionally bad that it transcends its shortcomings and leads to gaiety. He reminds us that Blake, in The
Marriage of Heaven and Hell, identified angels with the settled and coercive and assigned the qualities of
energy and creativity to his devils. According to Adams, poetry, inits broad and traditional sense of al
imaginative writing, may be identified with Blake's devils.
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From reader reviews:
Scottie Hicks:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Offense of Poetry (Robert B Heilman Books).

Jennifer Frederick:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or it for all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Just ssimply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would
like do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Offense of Poetry (Robert B
Heilman Books). All type of book could you see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Clarence Danner:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Offense of Poetry (Robert B
Heilman Books), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of
hang-out type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Brenda Moulton:

Y ou can get this The Offense of Poetry (Robert B Heilman Books) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solveissue if you get difficultiesto your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern eraincluding now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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