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One of the most important books of the twentieth century, Karl Popper's The Open Society and Its Enemies is
an uncompromising defense of liberal democracy and a powerful attack on the intellectual origins of
totalitarianism. Popper was born in 1902 to a Viennese family of Jewish origin. He taught in Austria until
1937, when he emigrated to New Zealand in anticipation of the Nazi annexation of Austria the following
year, and he settled in England in 1949. Before the annexation, Popper had written mainly about the
philosophy of science, but from 1938 until the end of the Second World War he focused his energies on
political philosophy, seeking to diagnose the intellectual origins of German and Soviet totalitarianism. The
Open Society and Its Enemies was the result.

An immediate sensation when it was first published in two volumes in 1945, Popper's monumental
achievement has attained legendary status on both the Left and Right and is credited with inspiring
anticommunist dissidents during the Cold War. Arguing that the spirit of free, critical inquiry that governs
scientific investigation should also apply to politics, Popper traces the roots of an opposite, authoritarian
tendency to a tradition represented by Plato, Marx, and Hegel.

In a substantial new introduction written for this edition, acclaimed political philosopher Alan Ryan puts
Popper's landmark work in biographical, intellectual, and historical context. Also included is a personal
essay by eminent art historian E. H. Gombrich, in which he recounts the story of the book's eventual
publication despite numerous rejections and wartime deprivations.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

The book The Open Society and Its Enemies has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
looking over this book.

Bradley Harshbarger:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely The Open Society and Its Enemies.

Arthur Coe:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Open Society and Its Enemies your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead
of. The The Open Society and Its Enemies giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Corinne Schlegel:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Open Society and Its Enemies is simple
to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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