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"How had the pair of elderly Jewish lesbians survived the Nazis?’ Janet Malcolm asks at the beginning of
this extraordinary work of literary biography and investigative journalism. The pair, of course, is Gertrude
Stein, the modernist master “whose charm was as conspicuous as her fatness’ and “thin, plain, tense, sour”
Alice B. Toklas, the “worker bee” who ministered to Stein’s needs throughout their forty-year expatriate
“marriage.” As Malcolm pursues the truth of the couple’s charmed lifein avillagein Vichy France, her
subject becomes the larger question of biographical truth. “ The instability of human knowledge is one of our
few certainties,” she writes.

The portrait of the legendary couple that emerges from this work is unexpectedly charged. The two world
wars Stein and Toklas lived through together are paralleled by the private war that went on between them.
Thiswar, as Malcolm learned, sometimes flared into bitter combat.

Two Livesisalso awork of literary criticism. “Even the most hermetic of [Stein’s] writings are works of
submerged autobiography,” Malcolm writes. “The key of 'I' will not unlock the door to their meaning—you
need a crowbar for that—but will sometimes admit you to akind of anteroom of suggestion.” Whether
unpacking the accessible Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas, in which Stein “solves the koan of
autobiography,” or wrestling with The Making of Americans, a masterwork of “magisterial disorder,”
Malcolm is stunningly perceptive.

Praise for the author:

“[Janet Malcolm] is among the most intellectually provocative of authors . . .able to turn epiphanies of
perception into explosions of insight.”—David Lehman, Boston Globe

“Not since Virginia Woolf has anyone thought so trenchantly about the strange art of
biography.”—Christopher Benfey
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From reader reviews:
Pamela Adair:

Here thing why thiskind of Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all reading abook is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any guide out there but thereis no e-book that similar with Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice. It
givesyou thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice in e-book can be your option.

Cynthia Johnson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Two Lives: Gertrude
and Alice suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled
Two Lives. Gertrude and Aliceis the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their thought in the ssmple way, and so al of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Ann Whedler:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Two Lives. Gertrude and
Alice which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Shannon Lynch:

Y ou can obtain this Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solveissueif you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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