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Setting out to recover the roots of modernity in the boulevards, interiors, and arcades of the "city of light,"
Walter Benjamin dubbed Paris "the capital of the nineteenth century.” In this eagerly anticipated sequel to
his acclaimed Coasts of Bohemia: A Czech History, Derek Sayer argues that Prague could well be seen asthe
capital of the much darker twentieth century. Ranging across twentieth-century Prague's astonishingly
vibrant and always surprising human landscape, thisrichly illustrated cultural history describes how the city
has experienced (and suffered) more ways of being modern than perhaps any other metropolis.

Located at the crossroads of struggles between democratic, communist, and fascist visions of the modern
world, twentieth-century Prague witnessed revolutions and invasions, national liberation and ethnic
cleansing, the Holocaust, show trials, and snuffed-out dreams of "socialism with a human face." Y et between
the wars, when Prague was the capital of Europe's most easterly parliamentary democracy, it was also a
hotbed of artistic and architectural modernism, and a center of surrealism second only to Paris.

Focusing on these years, Sayer explores Prague's spectacular modern buildings, monuments, paintings,
books, films, operas, exhibitions, and much more. A place where the utopian fantasies of the century
repeatedly unraveled, Prague was tailor-made for surrealist André Breton's "black humor," and Sayer
discusses the way the city produced unrivaled connoisseurs of grim comedy, from Franz Kafka and Jaroslav
Hasek to Milan Kundera and Véaclav Havel. A masterful and unforgettable account of acity where anidling
flaneur could just as easily be a secret policeman, this book vividly shows why Prague can teach us so much
about the twentieth century and what made us who we are.
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From reader reviews:
Delores M or etti:

This Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History is great guide for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who also aways deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History in your hand like having
theworld in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you
world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide aready do that. So , thisreally is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Tommy Cowen:

Reading a book to be new life style in thisyr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History offer you a new experiencein looking at a
book.

Mohammad Darling:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It aright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Prague, Capital of the
Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let'sview.

Danidl Adams:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History. Y ou can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It ismost crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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