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This book systematically explores the moral issues surrounding self-deception. While many articles and
books have been written on the concept of self-deception in recent years, Martin's gives much greater
emphasis to self-deception as a significant topic for both ethical theory and applied ethics.

"Self-deception is . . . perplexing from a moral point of view. It seems tailor-made to camouflage and foster
immorality. . . . Does all self-deception involve some guilt, and is it among the most abhorrent evils. as some
moralists and theologians have charged? Or is it only wrong sometimes, such as when it has bad
consequences? Could it on occasion be permissible or even desirable to deceive ourselves, just as we are
sometimes justified in deceiving other people? Are self-deceivers perhaps more like innocent victims than
perpetrators of deceit, and as such deserving of compassion and help? Or, paradoxically, are they best
viewed with ambivalence: culpable as deceivers and simultaneously innocent as victims of deception?"
(from the introduction)

Martin develops a conception of self-deception as the purposeful evasion of acknowledging to oneself truths
or one's view of truth. He details a systematic framework for understanding the main moral perspectives and
traditions concerning self-deception that have emerged in western philosophy. In so doing, he clarifies
related concepts like sincerity, authenticity, honesty, hypocrisy, weakness of will, and self-understanding.
Ranging across traditions both philosophical (Kant, Kierkegaard, and Sartre) and non-philosophical (Freud,
Eugene O'Neill, and Henrik Ibsen), Martin shows why self-deception is as morally complex as any other
major form of behavior.

The appeal of this book is broad. The volume will challenge professional philosophers and psychologists, yet
it is organized and written to be accessible to students in courses on ethics, philosophy of mind, and
philosophy of literature. Martin's numerous literary examples should also interest literary critics.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Self-
Deception and Morality suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Self-Deception and Moralityis one of several books that will everyone read now. This book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

David Anthony:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Self-Deception and Morality.

Tom Copper:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Self-Deception and Morality your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to.
The Self-Deception and Morality giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Marina Espinal:

Beside this kind of Self-Deception and Morality in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Self-
Deception and Morality because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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