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It was 1862, the second year of the Civil War, though Kansans and Missourians had been fighting over
slavery for almost a decade. For the 250 Union soldiers facing down rebel irregulars on Enoch Toothman’s
farm near Butler, Missouri, this was no battle over abstract principles. These were men of the First Kansas
Colored Infantry, and they were fighting for their own freedom and that of their families. They belonged to
the first black regiment raised in a northern state, and the first black unit to see combat during the Civil War.
Soldiers in the Army of Freedom is the first published account of this largely forgotten regiment and, in
particular, its contribution to Union victory in the trans-Mississippi theater of the Civil War. As such, it
restores the First Kansas Colored Infantry to its rightful place in American history.

Composed primarily of former slaves, the First Kansas Colored saw major combat in Missouri, Indian
Territory, and Arkansas. Ian Michael Spurgeon draws upon a wealth of little-known sources—including
soldiers’ pension applications—to chart the intersection of race and military service, and to reveal the
regiment’s role in countering white prejudices by defying stereotypes. Despite naysayers’ bigoted
predictions—and a merciless slaughter at the Battle of Poison Spring—these black soldiers proved
themselves as capable as their white counterparts, and so helped shape the evolving attitudes of leading
politicians, such as Kansas senator James Henry Lane and President Abraham Lincoln. A long-overdue
reconstruction of the regiment’s remarkable combat record, Spurgeon’s book brings to life the men of the
First Kansas Colored Infantry in their doubly desperate battle against the Confederate forces and skepticism
within Union ranks.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Johnson:

In other case, little people like to read book Soldiers in the Army of Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the
Civil War's First African American Combat Unit (Campaigns and Commanders Series). You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Soldiers in
the Army of Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African American Combat Unit
(Campaigns and Commanders Series). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Patricia Lopez:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Soldiers in the Army of Freedom: The 1st
Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African American Combat Unit (Campaigns and Commanders Series).
All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Hazel Gannon:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Soldiers in the Army of
Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African American Combat Unit (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Michelle Morrow:

Beside this Soldiers in the Army of Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African
American Combat Unit (Campaigns and Commanders Series) in your phone, it can give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Soldiers in the Army of Freedom: The 1st Kansas Colored, the Civil War's First African American Combat



Unit (Campaigns and Commanders Series) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
in addition to read it from at this point!
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