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THE NEW YORK OBSERVER: ONE OF THE TOP 10 BOOKS FOR FALL

A literary walking tour of New York City as seen through the eyes of American and British writers.

It's no wonder that New York has always been a magnet city for writers. Manhattan is one of the most
walkable cities in the world. While many novelists, poets, and essayists have enjoyed long walks in New
York, not all of them have had favorable impressions. Addressing an endlessly appealing subject, Walking
New York is a study of twelve American writers and several British writers who walked the streets of New
York and wrote about their impressions of the city in fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Seen through the eyes of Walt Whitman, Herman Melville, William Dean Howells, Jacob Riis, Henry James,
Stephen Crane, Theodore Dreiser, James Weldon Johnson, Alfred Kazin, Elizabeth Hardwick, Colson
Whitehead, and Teju Cole, almost all the works in Walking New York are about Manhattan, with only
Whitman and Kazin writing about Brooklyn. Though the writers were often irritated, disturbed, and
occasionally shocked by what they saw on their walks, they were still fascinated by the city William Dean
Howells called "splendidly and sordidly commercial" and Cynthia Ozick called "faithfully inconstant,
magnetic, man-made, unnatural-the synthetic sublime."

In this idiosyncratic guidebook to New York, celebrated writers ruminate on questions that are still hotly
debated to this day: the pros and cons of capitalism and the impact of immigration. Many imply that
New York is a bewildering text that is hard to make sense of. Returning to New York after an absence of two
decades, Henry James loathed many things about "bristling" New York, while native New Yorker Walt
Whitman both celebrated and criticized "Mannahatta" in his writings.

Combining literary scholarship with urban studies, Walking New York reveals how this crowded, dirty,
noisy, and sometimes ugly city gave these "restless analysts" plenty of fodder for their craft.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Paolucci:

This Walking New York: Reflections of American Writers from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire State
Editions) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Walking New York: Reflections of American Writers from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole
(Empire State Editions) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Walking New York: Reflections of American
Writers from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire State Editions) giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Howard Kincaid:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can
read education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Walking New York: Reflections of American Writers from Walt Whitman
to Teju Cole (Empire State Editions) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Jennifer Fields:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for you is Walking New York: Reflections of American Writers from Walt
Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire State Editions) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he
makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

John Pierre:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top



checklist in your reading list is definitely Walking New York: Reflections of American Writers from Walt
Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire State Editions). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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