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David Travis, the Curator of Photography at the Art Institute of Chicago, is among the select few whose
views on the subject are in focus and worth a close look. He has lived, breathed, and contemplated
photographs for the past three decades and is among the small number of critics and writers whose
knowledge of art, technique, and history (not to mention linguistics, mathematics, poetry, and philosophy)
has enabled him to transcend the typical blather that surrounds photographs and get to the emotional,
technical, and esthetic core of genius at work. In these seven essays, revised, rewritten, and expanded from
his lectures, he presents his thoughts on a some of his favorite subjects: Weston, Stieglitz, Kertész, Brassaï,
and Strand. His knowledge is such (often enriched by first-hand acquaintance) that he can, and does, discuss
more than images or personalities; he understands what informs the work, from what milieu it derives, under
what in?uences it matured, how it evolved, and how it succeeded. He is an art historian willing to venture far
beyond the periphery of traditional academic fences; to discuss game theory (quite literally), the mathematics
of G. H. Hardy, the poetry of Rimbaud, Valéry, Rilke, and Goethe, the philosophy of Nietzsche, the
extravagance of Henry Miller.

Not since Szarkowsky s Looking at Photographs has so much singular and informed intelligence been
brought to bear on this most recent of the fine arts. This is not so much a book of art criticism as a journey of
philosophical inquiry. It is a text that completely understands the limitations, and potential glories, of the
form within its wider context, celebrating the march of individual genius that has slowly, but inexorably,
transformed a technical curiosity into an accepted art.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

This At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius tend to be
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this At the Edge of
the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius can be among the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this At the
Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Karen Chan:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long
to reading a book. The book At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on
Talent and Genius it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price
is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Louise Guest:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography
and Photographers, on Talent and Genius was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading this.

Cindy Mattis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful



images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius
can make you feel more interested to read.
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