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Spain's development from a premodern society into a modern unified nation-state with an integrated
economy was painfully slow and varied widely by region. Economic historians have long argued that high
internal transportation costs limited domestic market integration, while at the same time the Castilian capital
city of Madrid drew resources from surrounding Spanish regions as it pursued its quest for centralization.
According to this view, powerful Madrid thwarted trade over large geographic distances by destroying an
integrated network of manufacturing towns in the Spanish interior.

Challenging this long-held view, Regina Grafe argues that decentralization, not a strong and powerful
Madrid, isto blame for Spain's slow march to modernity. Through a groundbreaking analysis of the market
for bacalao--dried and salted codfish that was a transatlantic commodity and staple food during this period--
Grafe shows how peripheral historic territories and powerful interior towns obstructed Spain's economic
development through jurisdictional obstacles to trade, which exacerbated already high transport costs. She
reveals how the early phases of globalization made these regions much more externally focused, and how
coastal elitesthat were engaged in trade outside Spain sought to sustain their positions of power in relation to
Madrid.

Distant Tyranny offers a needed reassessment of the haphazard and regionally diverse process of state
formation and market integration in early modern Spain, showing how local and regional agency
paradoxically led to legitimate governance but economic backwardness.
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From reader reviews:
LavelleHildreth:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
gpare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and
Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) to read.

Linda Manuel:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardness in Spain, 1650-
1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can be excellent book to read. May be it may
be best activity to you.

Aaron Covington:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever fedling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardnessin
Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. Theinside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Karen Tullis;

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and
Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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