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During the Victorian period, the practice of science shifted from a religious context to a naturalistic one. It is
generally assumed that this shift occurred because naturalistic science was distinct from and superior to
theistic science. Yet as Huxley’s Church and Maxwell’s Demon reveals, most of the methodological values
underlying scientific practice were virtually identical for the theists and the naturalists: each agreed on the
importance of the uniformity of natural laws, the use of hypothesis and theory, the moral value of science,
and intellectual freedom. But if scientific naturalism did not rise to dominance because of its methodological
superiority, then how did it triumph?
           
Matthew Stanley explores the overlap and shift between theistic and naturalistic science through a parallel
study of two major scientific figures: James Clerk Maxwell, a devout Christian physicist, and Thomas Henry
Huxley, the iconoclast biologist who coined the word agnostic. Both were deeply engaged in the
methodological, institutional, and political issues that were crucial to the theistic-naturalistic transformation.
What Stanley’s analysis of these figures reveals is that the scientific naturalists executed a number of
strategies over a generation to gain control of the institutions of scientific education and to reimagine the
history of their discipline. Rather than a sudden revolution, the similarity between theistic and naturalistic
science allowed for a relatively smooth transition in practice from the old guard to the new.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to
Naturalistic Science book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer of Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to
Naturalistic Science content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Huxley's
Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Kristen Hamilton:

The reason? Because this Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic
Science is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Diana Rush:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Huxley's Church and
Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science, you could enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Charles Trask:

The book untitled Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere



and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice read.
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