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"Keahey's exploration of this misunderstood island offers a much-needed look at a much-maligned
land."?Paul Paolicelli, author of Under the Southern Sun

Sicily is the Mediterranean's largest and most mysterious island. Its people, for three thousand years
under the thumb of one invader after another, hold tightly onto a culture so unique that they remain
emotionally and culturally distinct, viewing themselves first as Sicilians, not Italians. Many of these
islanders, carrying considerable DNA from Arab and Muslim ancestors who ruled for 250 years and
integrated vast numbers of settlers from the continent just ninety miles to the south, say proudly that
Sicily is located north of Africa, not south of Italy.

Seeking Sicily explores what lies behind the soul of the island's inhabitants. It touches on history,
archaeology, food, the Mafia, and politics and looks to nineteenth- and twentieth-century Sicilian
authors to plumb the islanders' so-called Sicilitudine. This "culture apart" is best exemplified by the
writings of one of Sicily's greatest writers, Leonardo Sciascia. Seeking Sicily also looks to
contemporary Sicilians who have never shaken off the influences of their forbearers, who believed in
the ancient gods and goddesses.

Author John Keahey is not content to let images from the island's overly touristed villages carry the
story. Starting in Palermo, he journeyed to such places as Arab-founded Scopello on the west coast,
the Greek ruins of Selinunte on the southwest, and Sciascia's ancestral village of Racalmuto in the
south, where he experienced unique, local festivals. He spent Easter Week in Enna at the island's
center, witnessing surreal processions that date back to Spanish rule. And he learned about Sicilian
cuisine in Spanish Baroque Noto and Greek Siracusa in the southeast, and met elderly, retired
fishermen in the tiny east-coast fishing village of Aci Trezza, home of the mythical Cyclops and
immortalized by Luchino Visconti's mid-1940s film masterpiece, La terra trema. He walked near the
summit of Etna, Europe's largest and most active volcano, studied the mountain's role in creating this
island, and looked out over the expanse of the Ionian Sea, marveling at the three millennia of myths
and history that forged Sicily into what it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Here thing why this Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the
Mediterranean are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey
Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Seeking Sicily: A
Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Seeking Sicily: A
Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean in e-book can be your
alternate.

Tonya Deschamps:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth
and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Beulah Chavez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth and
Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean as the daily resource information.

Danielle Rucks:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire



day to reading a guide. The book Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart
of the Mediterranean it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book provides high quality.
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