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"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" is a short story by Washington Irving contained in his collection The Sketch
Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent., written while he was living in Birmingham, England, and first published in
1820. With Irving's companion piece "Rip Van Winkle", "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" is among the
earliest examples of American fiction still read today. PLOT The story is set circa 1790 in the Dutch
settlement of Tarry Town (based on Tarrytown, New Y ork), in a secluded glen called Sleepy Hollow. It tells
the story of Ichabod Crane, alean, lanky, and extremely superstitious schoolmaster from Connecticut, who
competes with Abraham "Brom Bones' VVan Brunt, the town rowdy, for the hand of 18-year-old KatrinaVan
Tassel, the daughter and sole child of awesalthy farmer, Baltus Van Tassel. As Crane leaves a party he
attended at the Van Tassel home on an autumn night, he is pursued by the Headless Horseman, who is
supposedly the ghost of a Hessian trooper who had his head shot off by a stray cannonball during "some
nameless battle" of the American Revolutionary War, and who "rides forth to the scene of battle in nightly
quest of hishead". Ichabod mysteriously disappears from town, leaving Katrinato marry Brom Bones, who
was "to ook exceedingly knowing whenever the story of Ichabod was related”. Although the nature of the
Headless Horseman is |eft open to interpretation, the story implies that the Horseman was really Brom Bones
in disguise. BACKGROUND The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving: hard bound book with a
flowered silk cover and gold foil lettering, printed circa 1907. The Legend of Sleepy Hollow was based on a
German folktale, set in the Dutch culture of Post-Revolutionary War in New Y ork State. The original
folktale was recorded by Karl Musdus. An excerpt of Musdus. The headless horseman was often seen here.
An old man who did not believe in ghosts told of meeting the headless horseman coming from his trip into
the Hollow. The horseman made him climb up behind. They rode over bushes, hills, and swamps. When they
reached the bridge, the horseman suddenly turned into a skeleton. He threw the old man into the brook and
sprang away over the treetops with a clap of thunder. The dénouement of thefictional tale is set at the bridge
over the Pocantico River in the area of the Old Dutch Church and Burying Ground in Sleepy Hollow. The
characters of Ichabod Crane and Katrina Van Tassel may have been based on local residents known to the
author. The character of Katrinais thought to have been based upon Eleanor Van Tassel Brush, in which
case her name is derived from that of Eleanor's aunt Catriena Ecker Van Tessdl. Irving, while he was an
aide-de-camp to New Y ork Gov. Daniel D. Tompkins, met an army captain named Ichabod Crane in Sackets
Harbor, New Y ork during an inspection tour of fortificationsin 1814. He may have borrowed the name from
the captain and patterned the character in "The Legend" after Jesse Merwin, who taught at the local
schoolhouse in Kinderhook, further north along the Hudson River, where Irving spent several monthsin
1809. The story was the longest one published as part of The Sketch Book, which Irving issued using the
pseudonym "Geoffrey Crayon" in 1820. "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" follows atradition of folk tales and
poemsinvolving a supernatural wild chase, including Robert Burns's Tam O' Shanter (1790), and Birger's
Der wilde Jéger, trandlated as The Wild Huntsman (1796). (from the Wikipedia article The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow , licensed under CC-BY-SA.)
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From reader reviews:
Antoinette Hogg:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the erawhich is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It isagood choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era

Gayle Stalder:

The event that you get from The Legend of Sleepy Hollow may be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but The Legend of Sleepy Hollow giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveystheir point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this specific The Legend of Sleepy Hollow instantly.

Bertha Greene:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
aswell as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read the book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book The Legend of Sleepy Hollow it israther good to
read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high
quality.

AliceHille:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Legend of Sleepy Hollow to make
your personal reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading through especially. It isto be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it.
Beside that the reserve The Legend of Sleepy Hollow can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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