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Tracing a seismic shift in American social thought, Jeffrey Sklansky offers a new synthesis of the intellectual
transformation entailed in the rise of industrial capitalism.

For a century after Independence, the dominant American understanding of selfhood and society came from
the tradition of political economy, which defined freedom and equality in terms of ownership of the means of
self-employment. However, the gradual demise of the household economy rendered proprietary
independence an increasingly embattled ideal. Large landowners and industrialists claimed the right to rule
asaprivilege of their growing monopoly over productive resources, while dispossessed farmers and workers
charged that a propertyless popul ace was incompatible with true liberty and democracy.

Amid the widening class divide, nineteenth-century social theorists devised a new science of American
society that came to be called "social psychology." The change Sklansky charts begins among Romantic
writers such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Margaret Fuller, continues through the polemics of political
economists such as Henry George and William Graham Sumner, and culminates with the pioneers of modern
American psychology and sociology such as William James and Charles Horton Cooley. Together, these
writers reconceived freedom in terms of psychic self-expression instead of economic self-interest, and they
redefined democracy in terms of cultural kinship rather than social compact.
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From reader reviews:
Brian Crafton:

The book The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920
to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like wide open and read a
publication The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about
this guide?

Frank Monroe:

The book The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the great thing like a book The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought,
1820-19207 A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many
factsfor us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take
for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Soul's Economy: Market
Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Scott Settle:

This The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read alot of information you will get. This kind of The Soul's Economy: Market Society and
Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Soul's Economy: Market Society and
Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 can bring once you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Soul's
Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 having good arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Harold Fleming:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more



special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you must do
isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list is The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American
Thought, 1820-1920. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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