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This book shows how grammar helps people communicate and looks at the ways grammar and meaning
interrelate. The author starts from the notion that a speaker codes a meaning into grammatical forms which
the listener is then able to recover: each word, he shows, has its own meaning and each bit of grammar its
own function, their combinations creating and limiting the possibilities for different words. He uncovers a
rationale for the varying grammatical properties of different words and in the process explains many facts
about English - such as why we can say I wish to go, I wish that he would go, and I want to go but not I want
that he would go.

The first part of the book reviews the main points of English syntax and discusses English verbs in terms of
their semantic types including those of Motion, Giving, Speaking, Liking, and Trying. In the second part
Professor Dixon looks at eight grammatical topics, including complement clauses, transitivity and causatives,
passives, and the promotion of a non-subject to subject, as in Dictionaries sell well.

This is the updated and revised edition of A New Approach to English Grammar on Semantic Principles. It
includes new chapters on tense and aspect, nominalizations and possession, and adverbs and negation, and
contains a new discussion of comparative forms of adjectives. It also explains recent changes in English
grammar, including how they has replaced the tabooed he as a pronoun referring to either gender, as in When
a student reads this book, they will learn a lot about English grammar in a most enjoyable manner.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Goehring:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This A Semantic Approach to
English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Carl Moss:

This A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) usually are reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this A Semantic Approach to
English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) can be one of many great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Semantic Approach to English Grammar
(Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Iris Wright:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title A Semantic
Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford
Textbooks in Linguistics)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Fred Martinez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be examine. A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in
Linguistics) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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