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In the 20th century theorists were almost exclusively concerned with various versions of the materialist
thesis, but prior to the current debates accounts of soul and mind reveal an extraordinary richness and
complexity which bear careful and impartial investigation. This book is the first comprehensive, single-
authored work to examine the historical, linguistic and conceptual issuesinvolved in exploring the basic
features of the human mind - from its most remote origins, to the beginning of the modern period. Paul
MacDonald traces the development of an armature of psychical concepts from their earliest originsin the
Old Testament and Homeric notions of soul as life-force, through Plato's infusion of an immortal and divine
power, Aristotle's functional matter-form theory, the New Testament's doctrine of adouble life and adouble
death, and its culmination in Augustine's Christian-Platonist synthesis. The central chapters discuss the
medieval |damic continuation and expansion of Aristotle, medieval European scholastic and popular views,
the Renaissance revival of Platonic and Hermetic teachings, English language usage of 'mind' and 'soul’ from
Chaucer to Shakespeare, the 17th Century rationalist metaphysics of Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz, and
concludes with an analysis of the 18th Century advocacy of an empirical science of the mind and a
materialist account of its nature. Students and readers of philosophy, psychology, literature and theology will
find this accessible, comprehensive text an invaluable resource.
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From reader reviews:
Roy Larson:

Here thing why this particular History of the Concept of Mind: Speculations About Soul, Mind, and Spirit
from Homer to Hume are different and reliable to be yours. First of al examining abook is good but it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. History of the
Concept of Mind: Speculations About Soul, Mind, and Spirit from Homer to Hume giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with History of
the Concept of Mind: Speculations About Soul, Mind, and Spirit from Homer to Hume. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can actualy bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of History of the Concept of Mind: Speculations About Soul, Mind, and Spirit from Homer to Humein e-
book can be your choice.

Charles Thomas:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It al
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like History of the
Concept of Mind: Speculations About Soul, Mind, and Spirit from Homer to Hume which is finding the e-
book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's find.

Kevin Diaz:

Isit aperson who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This History of the Concept of Mind: Speculations
About Soul, Mind, and Spirit from Homer to Hume can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new erais common not
anerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Pamela Wilson:

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you should
doisjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of
several booksin the top collection in your reading list is History of the Concept of Mind: Speculations About
Soul, Mind, and Spirit from Homer to Hume. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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