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Drawing on war propaganda, popular advertising, voluminous government records, and hundreds of letters
and other accounts written by women in the 1940s, Melissa A. McEuen examines how extensively women’s
bodies and minds became “battlegrounds” in the U.S. fight for victory in World War II.

Women were led to believe that the nation’s success depended on their efforts?not just on factory floors, but
at their dressing tables, bathroom sinks, and laundry rooms. They were to fill their arsenals with lipstick, nail
polish, creams, and cleansers in their battles to meet the standards of ideal womanhood touted in magazines,
newspapers, billboards, posters, pamphlets and in the rapidly expanding pinup genre. Scrutinized and
sexualized in new ways, women understood that their faces, clothes, and comportment would indicate how
seriously they took their responsibilities as citizens. McEuen also shows that the wartime rhetoric of
freedom, democracy, and postwar opportunity coexisted uneasily with the realities of a racially stratified
society. The context of war created and reinforced whiteness, and McEuen explores how African Americans
grappled with whiteness as representing the true American identity.

Using perspectives of cultural studies and feminist theory, Making War, Making Women offers a broad look
at how women on the American home front grappled with a political culture that used their bodies in service
of the war effort.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Cooper:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Making War, Making Women: Femininity and Duty on the American Home
Front, 1941-1945.

Augusta Wilson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Making War, Making
Women: Femininity and Duty on the American Home Front, 1941-1945 is kind of publication which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

John Ray:

Beside this kind of Making War, Making Women: Femininity and Duty on the American Home Front, 1941-
1945 in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Making War, Making Women: Femininity and Duty on
the American Home Front, 1941-1945 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Anthony Koch:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Making War, Making Women: Femininity and Duty on the American Home Front, 1941-
1945 when you needed it?
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