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A detailed study of the history and usage of opium

• Explores the use of opium as a major healing herb and a popular relaxant

• Details the opium practices adhered to in the Chinese tradition

• Includes information on the suppression of opium by the modern pharmaceutical industry

Opium. The very sound of the word conjures images of secret rooms in exotic lands, where languid smokers
lounge dreamily in a blue haze of fragrant poppy smoke, inhaling from long bamboo pipes held over the ruby
flame of the jade lamp. Yet today very little accurate information is available regarding a substance that for
300 years was central to the lives of millions of people throughout the world.

In Opium Culture Peter Lee presents a fascinating narrative that covers every aspect of the art and craft of
opium use. Starting with a concise account of opium’s long and colorful history and the story of how it came
to be smoked for pleasure in China, Lee offers detailed descriptions of the growing and harvesting process;
the exotic inventory of tools and paraphernalia required to smoke opium as the Chinese did; its transition
from a major healing herb to a narcotic that has been suppressed by the modern pharmaceutical industry; its
connections to the I Ching, Taoism, and Chinese medicine; and the art, culture, philosophy, pharmacology,
and psychology of this longstanding Asian custom. Highlighted throughout with interesting quotes from
literary and artistic figures who were opium smokers, such as Jean Cocteau, Pablo Picasso, Herman Melville,
and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, the text is studded with gems of long forgotten opium arcana and dispels
many of the persistent myths about opium and its users.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

This Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition without
we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry
Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition can bring once you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Diana Saffold:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the
Chinese Tradition as the daily resource information.

James Bergeron:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese
Tradition giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details
for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Darlene Heckart:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to



read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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