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When engaging with other countries, the U.S. government has a number of different policy instruments at its
disposal, including foreign aid, international trade, and the use of military force. But what determines which
policies are chosen? Does the United States rely too much on the use of military power and coercion in its
foreign policies? Sailing the Water's Edge focuses on how domestic U.S. politics--in particular the
interactions between the president, Congress, interest groups, bureaucratic institutions, and the public--have
influenced foreign policy choices since World War II and shows why presidents have more control over
some policy instruments than others. Presidential power matters and it varies systematically across policy
instruments.

Helen Milner and Dustin Tingley consider how Congress and interest groups have substantial material
interests in and ideological divisions around certain issues and that these factors constrain presidents from
applying specific tools. As a result, presidents select instruments that they have more control over, such as
use of the military. This militarization of U.S. foreign policy raises concerns about the nature of American
engagement, substitution among policy tools, and the future of U.S. foreign policy. Milner and Tingley
explore whether American foreign policy will remain guided by a grand strategy of liberal internationalism,
what affects American foreign policy successes and failures, and the role of U.S. intelligence collection in
shaping foreign policy. The authors support their arguments with rigorous theorizing, quantitative analysis,
and focused case studies, such as U.S. foreign policy in Sub-Saharan Africa across two presidential
administrations.

Sailing the Water's Edge examines the importance of domestic political coalitions and institutions on the
formation of American foreign policy.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Seavey:

The book Sailing the Water's Edge: The Domestic Politics of American Foreign Policy give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying
a book Sailing the Water's Edge: The Domestic Politics of American Foreign Policy to become your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a book Sailing the Water's
Edge: The Domestic Politics of American Foreign Policy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Trevor Cianciolo:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Sailing the Water's Edge: The Domestic Politics of American
Foreign Policy why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Gloria Taylor:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Sailing the Water's Edge: The
Domestic Politics of American Foreign Policy which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Rhonda Kirby:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Sailing the Water's Edge: The Domestic Politics of American Foreign Policy can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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