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Displays of devout religious faith are very much in evidence in nineteenth-century sentimental novels such
as Uncle Tom's Cabin and Little Women, but the precise theological nature of this piety has been little
examined. In the first dedicated study of the religious contents of sentimental literature, Claudia Stokes
counters the long-standing characterization of sentimental piety as blandly nondescript and demonstrates that
these works were in fact groundbreaking, assertive, and highly specific in their theological recommendations
and endorsements. The Altar at Home explores the many religious contexts and contents of sentimental
literature of the American nineteenth century, from the growth of Methodism in the Second Great
Awakening and popular millennialism to the developing theologies of Mormonism and Christian Science.

Through analysis of numerous contemporary religious debates, Stokes demonstrates how sentimental writers,
rather than offering simple depictions of domesticity, instead manipulated these scenes to advocate for
divergent new beliefs and bolster their own religious authority. On the one hand, the comforting rhetoric of
domesticity provided a subtle cover for sentimental writers to advance controversial new beliefs, practices,
and causes such as Methodism, revivalism, feminist theology, and even the legitimacy of female clergy. On
the other hand, sentimentality enabled women writers to bolster and affirm their own suitability for positions
of public religious leadership, thereby violating the same domestic enclosure lauded by the texts.

The Altar at Home offers a fascinating new historical perspective on the dynamic role sentimental literature
played in the development of innumerable new religious movements and practices, many of which remain
popular today.
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Abrahams:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The
Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Marie Brenneman:

The book The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion? A number of
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Altar at Home:
Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion has simple shape however you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Christopher Forney:

Typically the book The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion
has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Donald Benson:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Altar at Home:
Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion is simple to develop you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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