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Is theater really dead? Does the theater, as its champions insist, really provide a more intimate experience
than film? If so, how have changes in cinematic techniques and technologies altered the relationship between
stage and film? What are the inherent limitations of representing three-dimensional spaces in a two-
dimensional one, and vice versa?
 
American Drama in the Age of Film examines the strengths and weaknesses of both the dramatic and
cinematic arts to confront the standard arguments in the film-versus-theater debate. Using widely known
adaptations of ten major plays, Brietzke seeks to highlight the inherent powers of each medium and draw
conclusions not just about how they differ, but how they ought to differ as well. He contrasts both stage and
film productions of, among other works, David Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross, Sam Shepard’s True West,
Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Margaret Edson’s Wit, Tony Kushner’s Angels in America,
Tennessee Williams’s Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman, and August Wilson’s
The Piano Lesson. In reading the dual productions of these works, Brietzke finds that cinema has indeed
stolen much of theater’s former thunder, by making drama more intimate, and visceral than most live events.
 
But theater is still vital and matters greatly, Brietzke argues, though for reasons that run counter to many of
the virtues traditionally attributed to it as an art form, such as intimacy and spontaneity. Brietzke seeks to
revitalize perceptions of theater by challenging those common pieties and offering a new critical paradigm,
one that champions spectacle and simultaneity as the most, not least, important elements of drama.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of American
Drama in the Age of Film book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Bill Bobby:

Precisely why? Because this American Drama in the Age of Film is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Frederick Palazzo:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
also soon. The American Drama in the Age of Film will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Kara Navarrete:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and American Drama in the Age of Film or perhaps others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping
them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes American
Drama in the Age of Film to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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