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Giving the reader a unique window into the inner workings of U.S. diplomacy in President Bill Clinton’s
first term, this book highlights the major foreign policy challenges faced and decisions made in a turbulent
era. The book is organized around thirty seven key speeches by the Secretary of State, each introduced by an
extensive essay that describes its policy context and purpose, and includes anecdotes, local color, and brief
sketches of some of the leading figures on the world stage. These introductions, which constitute more than
half the book, not only give the who, what, when, and where behind the speeches, but most important,
explain the why and how.

For example, the group of speeches on Bosnia is preceded by an incisive account of the twists and turns of
U.S. policy leading up to the Dayton Conference and the intense negotiations, involving several volatile
personalities, that led to the historic Dayton agreement. Among the other subjects covered by the essays are
our relations with China, Russia, Japan, Vietnam, Korea, Haiti, the Middle East, Africa, and South America;
international organizations such as NATO and the United Nations; and the global issues of human rights,
terrorism, nuclear threat, and the environment.

The book begins with a Prologue that emphasizes Secretary Christopher’s long-standing interest in speeches
as an instrument of public policy and the decision making behind this often overlooked aspect of statecraft. It
also describes how the Secretary was offered the position by President-elect Clinton, the state of affairs as he
found them when he took office, and his strategy and plans for U.S. foreign policy in the post-Cold War
period. An epilogue recounts the Secretary’s decision to return to private life, offers his insights on the
challenges facing the United States in the international arena in the years ahead, and sets forth some
suggestions for future policy makers.

Above all, this book provides ample evidence that the author took seriously the advice that United States
Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas gave him when he served as the justice’s law clerk in the 1949
term: “Get out in the stream of history, and swim as fast as you can.”
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed In the Stream of
History: Shaping Foreign Policy for a New Era? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Brandon Riddle:

The book In the Stream of History: Shaping Foreign Policy for a New Era can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book In the Stream of
History: Shaping Foreign Policy for a New Era? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book In the Stream of History: Shaping Foreign Policy for a New Era has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read
a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Margaret Bonner:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The In the
Stream of History: Shaping Foreign Policy for a New Era provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.

Teresa Thomas:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This In the Stream of History: Shaping Foreign Policy
for a New Era can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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