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Robert Frost and the Challenge of Darwin gives us a new and compelling portrait of the poet-thinker as a
modern Lucretius--moved to examine the questions raised by Darwin, and willing to challenge his readers
with the emerging scientific notions of what it meant to be human.
Combining both intellectual history and detailed analysis of Frost's poems, Robert Faggen shows how Frost's
reading of Darwin reflected the significance of science in American culture from Emerson and Thoreau,
through James and pragmatism. He provides fresh and provocative readings of many of Frost's shorter lyrics
and longer pastoral narratives as they illustrate the impact of Darwinian thought on the concept of nature,
with particular exploration of man's relationship to other creatures, the conditions of human equality and
racial conflict, the impact of gender and sexual differences, and the survival of religion.
The book shows that Frost was neither a pessimist lamenting the uncertainties of the Darwinian worldview,
nor a humanist opposing its power. Faggen draws on Frost's unpublished notebooks to reveal a complex
thinker who willingly engaged with the difficult moral and epistemological implications of natural science,
and showed their consonance with myths and traditions stretching back to Milton, Lucretius, and the Old
Testament. Frost emerges as a thinker for whom poetry was not only artistic expression, but also a forum for
the trial of ideas and their impact on humanity.
Robert Frost and the Challenge of Darwin provides a deeper understanding not only of Frost and modern
poetry, but of the meaning of Darwin in the modern world, the complex interrelations of literature and
science, and the history of American thought.
"A forceful, appealing study of the Frost-Darwin relation, which has gone little noted by previous scholars,
and a fresh explanation of Frost's ambivalent relation to modernism, which he scorned but also influenced" --
William Howarth, Princeton University
Robert Faggen is Associate Professor of Literature, Claremont McKenna College and Adjunct Associate
Professor, Claremont Graduate School.
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From reader reviews:

Fannie Wymer:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Robert Frost and the Challenge of Darwin.

Paul Frazier:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Robert Frost and the Challenge of Darwin as the daily
resource information.

Russell Stringer:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Robert Frost and the Challenge of Darwin this publication consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

William Black:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Robert Frost and the Challenge of Darwin can give
you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Robert Frost and the Challenge of
Darwin.
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