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This Unofficial Companion to Randall Munroe’s book is not the actual Randall Munroe’s book, What If?:
Serious Scientific Answers to Absurd Hypothetical Questions. Do not purchase this book if you are looking
for a full copy of Munroe’s book.

The Unofficial Companion includes an unofficial summary and critique of questions and scientific answers
discussed in Munroe’s book. It also includes additional questions and their scientific answers, helping
readers with limited scientific background get a better grasp of some basics of science behind popular
science books. (This book is not intended for readers with physics or engineering scientific background.)

There are many real physical phenomena that have a certain degree of “wow factor” to them, and one does
not have to destroy the Earth with a hair dryer, though, to make science interesting. This book discusses
questions that were not addressed at all or were addressed only partially in Munroe’s book:

Munroe’s book investigates what would happen if the Earth stopped spinning. The Unofficial Companion
discusses how real winds and earthquakes affect the Earth’s rotation.

Munroe’s book discusses how to make a mole planet. The Unofficial Companion discusses how gravity
shapes planets and their atmospheres and how fight between gravity and dark energy affects the whole
Universe.

Munroe’s book discusses how people can swim in a pool of spent nuclear fuel rods and briefly mentions that
radioactivity heats up the pull (without explaining the nature of radioactivity). The Unofficial Companion
discusses the nature of radioactivity and describes how radioactivity heats up our planet.

Munroe’s book discusses how a person can be harmed by a supernova. The Unofficial Companion discusses
two different types of supernovae, how they can hurt our planet, and how hypernovae are more dangerous
and far-reaching than supernovae.

Munroe’s book discusses how to send all the water away from the Earth. The Unofficial Companion
discusses how the Earth’s atmosphere actually slowly leaks into outer space.

Munroe’s book discusses time travel. The Unofficial Companion briefly discusses some ideas behind the
quest to understand the nature of time.

Munroe’s book calculates the power generated by a sci-fi movie’s character. The Unofficial Companion
explains how you can measure your own horsepower while doing work against the Earth’s gravity.

Munroe’s book considers sending a submarine into the orbit. The Unofficial Companion reminds readers that
the Earth is located within the reaches of the Sun's upper atmosphere, the solar corona that streams outward
in the form of the solar wind. The Earth's magnetic field prevents electrically charged particles of the solar
wind from entering the vicinity of the Earth and reaching the Earth's atmosphere. The Unofficial Companion
further discusses what would happen if the submarine were sent to travel through the solar corona.

Munroe’s book discusses the effects of a hypothetical situation when we all simultaneously use laser pointers



to send intense, focused beams of visible light radiation toward the Moon. Considering that the Sun
continuously sends visible light radiation toward the Earth and other planets of the Solar System, the
Unofficial Companion tells the readers what would happen if all the Sun’s radiation were sent toward the
Earth. It also briefly discusses how the solar radiation changes with time.

Munroe’s book sends a person moving vertically upward away from the Earth; the Unofficial Companion
discusses how atmospheric pressure changes with altitude and how high one needs move up above the Earth
in order to become an astronaut.

Munroe’s book discusses flying airplanes on other planets. The Unofficial Companion explains how
airplanes fly, how space rockets fly and how artificial satellites stay in their orbits.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Unofficial Companion: What If?:.

George Thomas:

The reserve with title The Unofficial Companion: What If?: has lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Blake Westerman:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Unofficial Companion: What If?: is
simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Eva Sexton:

You may get this The Unofficial Companion: What If?: by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.
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