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From one of the most admired essayists and novelists at work today: a new collection of essays—his first
since Tests of Time, winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism.

These twenty-five essays speak to the nature and value of writing and to the books that result from a deep
commitment to the word. Here is Gass on Rilke and Gertrude Stein; on friends such as Stanley Elkin, Robert
Coover, and William Gaddis; and on a company of “healthy dissidents,” among them Rabelais, Elias Canetti,
John Hawkes, and Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

In thetitle essay, Gass offers an annotated list of the fifty books that have most influenced his thinking and
his work and writes about hisfirst reaction to reading each. Among the books: Ludwig Wittgenstein's
Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (“A lightning bolt,” Gass writes. “ Philosophy was not dead after all.
Philosophical ambitions were not extinguished. Philosophical beauty had not fled prose.”) . . . Ben Jonson’s
The Alchemist (“A man after my own heart. He is capable of the simplest lyrical stroke, as bold and direct as
aline by Matisse, but he can be complex in a manner that could cast Nabokov in the shade . . . Shakespeare
may have been smarter, but he did not know as much.”) . . . Gustave Flaubert’ s letters (“Here | learned—and
learned—and learned.”) And after reading Malory’s Le Morte d' Arthur, Gass writes | began to eat books
like an aien worm.”

In the concluding essay, “Evil,” Gass enlarges upon the themes of artistic quality and cultural valuesthat are
central to the books he has considered, many of which seek to reveal the worst in people while admiring
what they do best.

As Gass writes, “ The true alchemists do not change lead into gold, they change the world into words.”

A Temple of Textsis Gass at his most alchemical.
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From reader reviews:
Marcy Ontiveros:

Often the book A Temple of Textswill bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style
to explain the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate
to you. The book A Temple of Texts is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book from
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Solomon Pepper:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled A
Temple of Texts your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not
known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The A Temple of
Texts giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Bruce Benedict:

A Temple of Texts can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving

his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A Temple of Texts but doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Thomas Schroeder:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But aimost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likeslooking at, not only science book but novel and A Temple of Texts or perhaps others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes A Temple of
Texts to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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