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Cecilia Manguerra Brainard has written an ambitious novel of forbidden love. Set against the turbulent
history of East Asia in the twentieth century and by turns erotic and tragic, Magdalena vividly depicts three
generations of strong Filipino women.
Aimee Liu, author of Cloud Moutain

I have been looking for a good story about the war. N.V.M. Gonzalez, author of The Bread of Salt and Other
Stories (upon reading "Winning Hearts and Minds," one chapter of Magdalena.) With her second novel,
Magdalena, Cecilia Brainard adds new portraits to the gallery in Philippine literature. She has always had a
strong sense of place. Here, she provides an inner landscape as well. Together, these provide the coordinates
for the family secrets that bind the characters as securely as bloodlines.
Linda Ty-Casper, author of The Stranded Whale

In this novel, Brainard blends a series of multiple perspectives to create a polyphony of voices that enacts
Philippine society before and during the Second World War. The narrative is a nuanced vision of the
workings of culture, social class, obligation and the Filipino personality.
Rocio G. Davis, author of Transcultural Reinventions: Asian American and Asian Canadian Short Story
Cycles

About Brainar's first novel When the Rainbow Goddess Wept

-- The strengthening of the national spirit; the loss of innocence in two generations -- these themes are
explored by the author, who was born in the Philippines, with persuasive conviction and stark realism.
Publishers Weekly

A fast-paced, sensitively written first novel about the psychological damage war wreaks, seen through the
eyes of an intelligent, resilient young girl . . . Brainard's appealing characters are larger-than-life people who
change before our eyes, yet remain utterly convincing.
Kirkus Review

Stories of war are perhaps most compelling when told through the eyes of children, whose innocence is
always so tragically incongruous to the adult madness that rages around them.
Los Angeles Times
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From reader reviews:

John Ward:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Magdalena. Try to stumble through book Magdalena as your buddy.
It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Jerry Orosco:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Magdalena. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Magdalena. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able
to open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Peter Singleton:

This Magdalena book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Magdalena
without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Magdalena can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Magdalena having
very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Gail Blakely:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Magdalena can be the respond to, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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