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While many applaud the apparent successes of community and saturation policing, Neil Websdale contends
Instead that such law enforcement initiatives oppress rather than protect the poor, particularly African
Americans in large urban centers. Based on a groundbreaking ethnographic study of public housing projects
in Nashville, Tennessee, he argues persuasively that community policing is a critical component of a
criminal justice juggernaut designed to manage or regulate stigmatized populations, much like slave patrols
served as agents for social control on Southern plantations. In a work that is sure to stir controversy and
heated debate, Websdale draws on extensive field research, documentary sources, and interviews to
illuminate how a criminal justice system deeply rooted in racism and siavery destroys the black family,
creates a form of selective breeding, and undermines the civil rights gains of the 1960s. Unlike previous
studies of community policing, which analyze programs through the lens of law enforcement, this book
focuses on the history, experiences, and perspectives of the people whose lives are most affected by today's
policing strategies. Skillfully blending the voices of project residents with a rich synthesis of historical,
sociological, and criminological analysis, Websdale describes the situational, cultural, and economic
circumstances of Nashville's poor; examines the policing of social upheaval by detailing events in the 1997
looting and burning of the Dollar General Store; considers African American kinship systems and the special
circumstances of battered women; and discusses why the vice trades-prostitution and selling drugs-thrive in
public housing projects. Websdale's hard-hitting look at community policing and its negative impact on the
urban poor provides a much-needed balance to prevailing optimistic views on the effectiveness of this new
method of law enforcement.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Spier:

The book untitled Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public Housing (Northeastern Series on
Gender, Crime, and Law) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality
of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so
the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the
e-book of Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public Housing (Northeastern Series on Gender,
Crime, and Law) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Eleanor Abney:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to
Public Housing (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) publication written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still uncertainty Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public Housing
(Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) as good book not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Marion Richey:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public Housing (Northeastern Series
on Gender, Crime, and Law) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time
problems.

James Floyd:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to
the library. They go to generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is
not important, boring along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book
is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Policing the Poor: From Slave



Plantation to Public Housing (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) can make you feel more
interested to read.
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