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From the recipe novel to the celebrity chef, renowned scholar Sandra M. Gilbert explores the poetics
and politics of food.

In this stunning and important work, the prominent critic, poet, and memoirist Sandra M. Gilbert explores
our relationship with food and eating through discussions of literature, art, and popular culture. Focusing on
contemporary practices, The Culinary Imagination traces the social, aesthetic, and political history of food
from myth to modernity, from ancient sources to our current wave of food mania.

What does it mean to transform raw stuff into cooked dishes, which then become part of our own bodies; to
savor festive meals yet resolve to renounce gluttony; to act as predators where in another life we might have
become prey? Do the rituals of the kitchen have different meanings for men and women, for professional
chefs and home cooks? Why, today, do so many of us turn so passionately toward table topics, on the page,
online, and on screen? What are the philosophical implications of the food chain on which we all find
ourselves?

In The Culinary Imagination, Gilbert addresses these powerful questions through meditations on myths and
memoirs, children’s books, novels, poems, food blogs, paintings, TV shows, and movies. Discussing figures
from Rex Stout to Julia Child and Andy Warhol, from M. F. K. Fisher and Sylvia Plath to Alice Waters and
Peter Singer, she analyzes the politics and poetics of our daily bread, investigating our complex self-
definitions as producers, consumers, and connoisseurs of food. The result is an ambitious, lively, and learned
examination of the ways in which our culture’s artists have represented food across a range of genres.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Culinary Imagination: From
Myth to Modernity will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate
book with you?

Heather Bencomo:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Culinary Imagination: From
Myth to Modernity is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

John Pasko:

The actual book The Culinary Imagination: From Myth to Modernity will bring that you the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see,
this book very suited to you. The book The Culinary Imagination: From Myth to Modernity is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Benjamin Herrera:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Culinary Imagination: From Myth to
Modernity can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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