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Uncertainty is interwoven into human existence. It is a powerful incentive in the search for knowledge and
an inherent component of scientific research. We have developed many ways of coping with uncertainty. We
make promises, manage risks and make predictions to try to clear the mists and predict ahead. But the future
is inherently uncertain - and the mist that shrouds our path an inherent part of our journey. The burning
question is whether our societies can face up to uncertainty, learn to embrace it and whether we can open up
to a constantly evolving future.

In this new book, Helga Nowotny shows how research can thrive at the cusp of uncertainty.  Science, she
argues, can eventually transform uncertainty into certainty, but into certainty which remains always
provisional.

Uncertainty is never completely static.  It is constantly evolving. It encompasses geological time scales and,
at the level of human experience, split-second changes as cells divide. Life and death decisions are taken in
the blink of the eye, while human interactions with the natural environment may reveal their impact over
millennia.

Uncertainty is cunning. It appears at unexpected moments, it shuns the straight line, takes the oblique route
and sometimes the unexpected short-cut. As we acknowledge the cunning of uncertainty, its threats retreat.
We accept that any scientific inquiry must produce results that are provisional and uncertain. This message is
vital for politicians and policy-makers: do not be tempted by small, short-term, controllable gains to the
exclusion of uncertain, high-gain opportunities.

Wide-ranging in its use of examples and enriched by the author’s experience as President of the European
Research Council, one of the world’s leading funding organisations for fundamental research. The Cunning
of Uncertainty is a must-read for students and scholars of all disciplines, politicians, policy-makers and
anyone concerned with the fundamental role of knowledge and science in our societies today.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Cunning of Uncertainty had been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide The Cunning of Uncertainty is not only giving you much more new
information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
e-book. Try to make relationship while using book The Cunning of Uncertainty. You never sense lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Virginia Glass:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. The Cunning of Uncertainty can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who
have those short time problems.

Ora Barbour:

You will get this The Cunning of Uncertainty by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Paul Anderson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the The Cunning of Uncertainty when you essential it?
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