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The Sung Dynasty (960-1279) was a paradoxical era for Chinese women. This was a time when footbinding
spread, and Confucian scholars began to insist that it was better for a widow to starve than to remarry. Yet
there were also improvements in women's status in marriage and property rights. In this thoroughly original
work, one of the most respected scholars of premodern China brings to life what it was like to be a woman in
Sung times, from having a marriage arranged, serving parents-in-law, rearing children, and coping with
concubines, to deciding what to do if widowed.

Focusing on marriage, Patricia Buckley Ebrey views family life from the perspective of women. She argues
that the ideas, attitudes, and practices that constituted marriage shaped women's lives, providing the context
in which they could interpret the opportunities open to them, negotiate their relationships with others, and
accommodate or resist those around them.

Ebrey questions whether women's situations actually deteriorated in the Sung, linking their experiences to
widespread social, political, economic, and cultural changes of this period. She draws from advice books,
biographies, government documents, and medical treatises to show that although the family continued to be
patrilineal and patriarchal, women found ways to exert their power and authority. No other book explores the
history of women in pre-twentieth-century China with such energy and depth.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Puccio:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese
Women in the Sung Period. Try to the actual book The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese
Women in the Sung Period as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Renee Wood:

The book The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period? Some of you have
a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the
Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Dixie Santiago:

Beside that The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period in your
phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in
the Sung Period because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Raymond Jackson:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the
Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy



to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of
Chinese Women in the Sung Period can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of that time.
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