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"For years," William Pfaff writes, "there has been little or no critical reexamination of how and why the
successful postwar American policy of 'patient but firm containment of Soviet expansionist tendencies…has
over decades turned into a vast project for ending tyranny in the world. We defend this position by making
the claim that the United States possesses an exceptional status among nations that confers upon it special
international responsibilities, and exceptional privileges in meeting those responsibilities. This is where the
problem lies. It has become somewhat of a national heresy to suggest the U .S. does not have a unique moral
status and role to play in the history of nations and therefore in the affairs of the contemporary world. In fact
it does not."
Cogently, thoughtfully, powerfully, Pfaff lays out the historical roots behind the American exceptionalism
that animates our politics and foreign relations?and makes clear why it is flawed and must ultimately fail.
Those roots lie in the secularization of western society brought about by the Enlightenment, and in America's
effective separation from the common history of the west during the nineteenth and early parts of the
twentieth century, during which it failed to gain "the indispensable experience Europeans have acquired of
modern ideological folly and national tragedy." We are, thus, hubristic and naïve in our adventurism, and
blind to the truth of the threats we face. No mere critic, Pfaff offers insightful observations on how we can
and must adapt to Muslim extremism, nuclear competition, and other challenges of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Patrick:

Here thing why this The Irony of Manifest Destiny: The Tragedy of America's Foreign Policy are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Irony of Manifest Destiny: The Tragedy
of America's Foreign Policy giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no guide that similar with The Irony of Manifest Destiny: The Tragedy of America's
Foreign Policy. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of The Irony of Manifest Destiny: The Tragedy of America's Foreign
Policy in e-book can be your option.

Jason Faria:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Irony of Manifest Destiny: The Tragedy of America's
Foreign Policy as the daily resource information.

Jeremy Windham:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Irony of Manifest
Destiny: The Tragedy of America's Foreign Policy, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also



can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Irony of Manifest Destiny: The Tragedy of America's Foreign Policy
can make you feel more interested to read.
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