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As never before or since, Richard Wagner's name dominated American music-making at the close of the
nineteenth century. Europe, too, was obsessed with Wagner, but—as Joseph Horowitz shows in this first
history of Wagnerism in the United States—the American obsession was unique.

The central figure in Wagner Nightsis conductor Anton Seidl (1850-1898), a priestly and enigmatic
personage in New Y ork musical life. Seidl's own admirers included the women of the Brooklyn-based Seidl
Society, who wore the letter "S" on their dresses. In the summers, Seidl conducted fourteen times aweek at
Brighton Beach, filling the three-thousand-seat music pavilion to capacity. The fact that most Wagnerites
were women was a distinguishing feature of American Wagnerism and constituted a vital aspect of the fin-
de-siécle ferment that anticipated the New American Woman.

Drawing on the work of such cultural historians as T. Jackson Lears and Lawrence Levine, Horowitz's lively
history reveals an " Americanized" Wagner never documented before. An entertaining and startling read, a
treasury of operatic lore, Wagner Nights offers an unprecedented revisionist history of American culture a
century ago.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Shiner:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It isagood choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Wagner Nights: An
American History (California Studies in 19th-Century Music) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Theodore Rios:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find anew activity that islook different you can read a new
book. It isredly fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Wagner Nights. An American History (California Studies in 19th-Century
Music) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book has high quality.

Irma Huges:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This Wagner Nights: An American History (California Studies in 19th-
Century Music) can give you alot of pals because by you taking alook at this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Wagner Nights: An
American History (California Studiesin 19th-Century Music).

William Levitt:

Y ou will get this Wagner Nights: An American History (California Studiesin 19th-Century Music) by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficultiesto
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
change. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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