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In Landscape of the Mind, John F. Hoffecker explores the origin and growth of the human mind, drawing on
archaeology, history, and the fossil record. He suggests that, as an indirect result of bipedal locomotion, early
humans devel oped a feedback relationship among their hands, brains, and tools that evolved into the capacity
to externalize thoughts in the form of shaped stone objects. When anatomically modern humans evolved a
paralel capacity to externalize thoughts as symbolic language, individua brains within social groups became
integrated into a "neocortical Internet," or super-brain, giving birth to the mind.

Noting that archaeological traces of symbolism coincide with evidence of the ability to generate novel
technology, Hoffecker contends that human creativity, aswell as higher order consciousness, is a product of
the superbrain. He equates the subseguent growth of the mind with human history, which began in Africa
more than 50,000 years ago. As anatomically modern humans spread across the globe, adapting to a variety
of climates and habitats, they redesigned themselves technologically and created alternative redlities through
tools, language, and art. Hoffecker connects the rise of civilization to a hierarchical reorganization of the
super-brain, triggered by explosive population growth. Subsequent human history reflects to varying degrees
the suppression of the mind's creative powers by the rigid hierarchies of nationstates and empires,
constraining the further accumulation of knowledge. The modern world emerged after 1200 from the
fragments of the Roman Empire, whose collapse had eliminated a central authority that could thwart
innovation. Hoffecker concludes with speculation about the possibility of artificial intelligence and the
consequences of amind liberated from its organic antecedents to exist in an independent, nonbiological
form.
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From reader reviews:
Katie Martinez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Landscape
of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archaeology of Thought? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you.
Y ou aready know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Shelia Coggins:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but till relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Landscape of the Mind: Human
Evolution and the Archaeology of Thought, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
want to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Gabrid Harris:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, thiskind of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archaeology of
Thought will give you new experience in studying a book.

John Day:

Beside that L andscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archaeology of Thought in your phone, it can
give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can
got hereisfresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. Itis
good thing to have Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archaeology of Thought because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
the item? Find this book aswell asread it from right now!
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