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What was it like to be poor in the Middle Ages? In the past, the answer to this question came only from
institutions and individuals who gave relief to the less fortunate. This book, by one of the top scholars in the
field, is the first comprehensive book to study poverty in a premodern Jewish community--from the
viewpoint of both the poor and those who provided for them.

Mark Cohen mines the richest body of documents available on the matter: the papers of the Cairo Geniza.
These documents, located in the Geniza, a hidden chamber for discarded papers situated in a medieval
synagogue in Old Cairo, were preserved largely unharmed for more than nine centuries due to an ancient
custom in Judaism that prohibited the destruction of pages of sacred writing. Based on these papers, the book
provides abundant testimony about how one large and important medieval Jewish community dealt with the
constant presence of poverty in its midst.

Building on S. D. Goitein's Mediterranean Society and inspired also by research on poverty and charity in
medieval and early modern Europe, it provides a clear window onto the daily lives of the poor. It also
illuminates private charity, a subject that has long been elusive to the medieval historian. In addition,
Cohen's work functions as a detailed case study of an important phenomenon in human history. Cohen
concludes that the relatively narrow gap between the poor and rich, and the precariousness of wealth in
general, combined to make charity "one of the major agglutinates of Jewish associational life" during the
medieval period.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Miller:

The book Poverty and Charity in the Jewish Community of Medieval Egypt (Jews, Christians, and Muslims
from the Ancient to the Modern World) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Poverty and Charity in
the Jewish Community of Medieval Egypt (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a
reserve Poverty and Charity in the Jewish Community of Medieval Egypt (Jews, Christians, and Muslims
from the Ancient to the Modern World). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jimmy Hostetter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Poverty and Charity in
the Jewish Community of Medieval Egypt (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Don Morris:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Poverty and Charity in the Jewish Community of Medieval Egypt (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) as the daily resource information.

Houston Estes:

This Poverty and Charity in the Jewish Community of Medieval Egypt (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from
the Ancient to the Modern World) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information
because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having bit of digest in reading this Poverty and Charity in the Jewish Community of Medieval
Egypt (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) can be the light food for



yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself
in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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