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Reclaiming Queer is an examination of the rhetorical linkage of queer theory in the academy with street-
level queer activism in the 1980s and early 1990s.

The late 1980s and early 1990s were a defining historical moment for both queer activism and queer theory
in the United States. LGBT communities, confronted with the alarming violence and homophobia of the
AIDS crisis, often responded with angry, militant forms of activism designed not merely to promote
acceptance or tolerance, but to forge identity and strength from victimization and assert loudly and forcefully
their rights to safety and humanity. The activist reclamation of the word “queer” is one marker of this shiftin
ideology and practice, and it was mirrored in academic circles by the concurrent emergence of the new field
of “queer theory.” That is, as queer activists were mobilizing in the streets, queer theorists were producing a
similar foment in the halls and publications of academia, questioning regulatory categories of gender and
sexuality, and attempting to illuminate the heteronormative foundations of Western thought. Notably, the
narrative of queer theory’s development often describes it as arising from or being inspired by queer
activism.

In Reclaiming Queer, Erin J. Rand examines both queer activist and academic practices during this period,
taking as her primary object the rhetorical linkage of queer theory in the academy with street-level queer
activism. Through this strategic conjuncture of activism and academia, Rand grapples with the specific
conditions for and constraints on rhetorical agency in each context. She examines the early texts that
inaugurated the field of queer theory, Queer Nation'sinfamous “ Queers Read This” manifesto, Larry
Kramer’s polemic speeches and editorials, the Lesbian Avengers humorous and outrageous antics, the
history of ACT UP, and the more recent appearance of Gay Shame activism. From these activist and
academic discourses, Rand builds atheory of rhetorical agency that posits queerness as the very condition
from which agency emerges.

Reclaiming Queer thus offers acritical look at the rhetoric of queer activism, engages the history of queer

theory’ s institutionalization and the politics of its proliferation, suggests a radically contextual understanding
of rhetorical agency and form, and argues for the centrality of queernessto all rhetorical action.
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From reader reviews:
L ouise Wax:

The book Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc
Crit) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic
Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) being your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics
of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Catherine Williams;

Here thing why this kind of Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma
Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying abook is good but it
really dependsin the content from it which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. Reclaiming Queer:
Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Reclaiming
Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit). It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) in e-
book can be your choice.

Robert Shelby:

This Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit)
are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) can be
one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
an individual with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
weredlize it useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.



Roger Hodge:

This book untitled Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult
& Soc Crit) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this guide
you can get alot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book retail store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.
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