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The genetic code is the Rosetta Stone by which we interpret the 3.3 billion letters of human DNA, the
alphabet of life, and the discovery of the code has had an immeasurable impact on science and society. In
1968, Marshall Nirenberg, an unassuming government scientist working at the National Institutes of Health,
shared the Nobel Prize for cracking the genetic code. He was the least likely man to make such an earth-
shaking discovery, and yet he had gotten there before such members of the scientific elite as James Watson
and Francis Crick. How did Nirenberg do it, and why is he so little known? In The Least Likely Man,
Franklin Portugal tells the fascinating life story of a famous scientist that most of us have never heard of.

Nirenberg did not have a particularly brilliant undergraduate or graduate career. After being hired as a
researcher at the NIH, he quietly explored how cells make proteins. Meanwhile, Watson, Crick, and eighteen
other leading scientists had formed the "RNA Tie Club" (named after the distinctive ties they wore, each
decorated with one of twenty amino acid designs), intending to claim credit for the discovery of the genetic
code before they had even worked out the details. They were surprised, and displeased, when Nirenberg
announced his preliminary findings of a genetic code at an international meeting in Moscow in 1961.

Drawing on Nirenberg's "lab diaries," Portugal offers an engaging and accessible account of Nirenberg's
experimental approach, describes counterclaims by Crick, Watson, and Sidney Brenner, and traces
Nirenberg's later switch to an entirely new, even more challenging field. Having won the Nobel for his work
on the genetic code, Nirenberg moved on to the next frontier of biological research: how the brain works.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Least Likely Man: Marshall Nirenberg and the Discovery of the
Genetic Code. Try to make the book The Least Likely Man: Marshall Nirenberg and the Discovery of the
Genetic Code as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Pauline Mueller:

The guide untitled The Least Likely Man: Marshall Nirenberg and the Discovery of the Genetic Code is the
guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Least Likely Man: Marshall Nirenberg and the
Discovery of the Genetic Code from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Sheila Rivera:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Least Likely Man: Marshall Nirenberg and the Discovery of
the Genetic Code can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Gilbert Phillips:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Least Likely Man: Marshall Nirenberg and the Discovery of the
Genetic Code can make you sense more interested to read.
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