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This book explores the cultural and political significance of ostracism in democratic Athens. In contrast to
previous interpretations, Sara Forsdyke argues that ostracism was primarily a symbolic institution whose
meaning for the Athenians was determined both by past experiences of exile and by its role as a context for
the ongoing negotiation of democratic values.

The first part of the book demonstrates the strong connection between exile and political power in archaic
Greece. In Athens and elsewhere, elites seized power by expelling their rivals. Violent intra-elite conflict of
this sort was a highly unstable form of "politics that was only temporarily checked by various attempts at
elite self-regulation. A lasting solution to the problem of exile was found only in the late sixth century during
a particularly intense series of violent expulsions. At this time, the Athenian people rose up and seized
simultaneously control over decisions of exile and political power. The close connection between political
power and the power of expulsion explains why ostracism was a central part of the democratic reforms.

Forsdyke shows how ostracism functioned both as a symbol of democratic power and as a key term in the
ideological justification of democratic rule. Crucial to the author's interpretation is the recognition that
ostracism was both a remarkably mild form of exile and one that was infrequently used. By analyzing the
representation of exile in Athenian imperial decrees, in the works of Herodotus, Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle,
and in tragedy and oratory, Forsdyke shows how exile served as an important term in the debate about the
best form of rule.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion in Ancient
Greece why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Jacob Gray:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece will give you a
new experience in reading through a book.

Shirley Cochran:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The
Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Adam Mathews:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion in
Ancient Greece was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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