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ABOUT THE BOOK

In Mother Tongue: English and How It Got That Way, Bill Bryson guides us through the complicated history
of the English language to figure out why it is the way it is. Its an interesting journey, part thesis and part pop
science, that explains the most significant events in the development of the English language with lots of
useful tidbits along the way. English started gaining dominance as a global language during the 20th century
with the rise of American supremacy. Mother Tongue was published in 1991, in the midst of the fall of
Communism when America became the undisputed victor of the Cold War and, some would say, of the
world. Since that time, English has surpassed all other languages as the global lingua franca, not only in the
business and commerce sector, but in science, technology, diplomacy, and tourism as well.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Devon Smith was a software developer, university instructor, belly dancer, and researcher before turning to
freelance writing. She currently lives in Turkey. Someday she will put something interesting on this website:
devonwashere.blogspot.com

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

Bryson then talks about the rapid evolution of English through the times of Chaucer, during which the
language was greatly simplified, and Shakespeare, who was perhaps the single most innovative wordsmith in
the history of the language.

One particular maddening discussion is the one about English spelling and orthography, or writing
(Spelling). One of the major ideas here is that when English adopts words from foreign languages (which it
does frequently), it often preserves the original spelling, which may or may not obey the spelling rules of
native English words.
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From reader reviews:

Muriel Carpenter:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Quicklet on Bill Bryson's The Mother Tongue -
English And How It Got That Way ended up being making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Quicklet on Bill Bryson's The
Mother Tongue - English And How It Got That Way is not only giving you far more new information but
also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship while using book Quicklet on Bill Bryson's The Mother Tongue - English And How
It Got That Way. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Pauline Lipman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Quicklet on Bill
Bryson's The Mother Tongue - English And How It Got That Way book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Nicole Montes:

The reason? Because this Quicklet on Bill Bryson's The Mother Tongue - English And How It Got That Way
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Marcella Baird:

The book untitled Quicklet on Bill Bryson's The Mother Tongue - English And How It Got That Way
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language
is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as



order it. Have a nice read.
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