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Written in the second Islamic century by al-Imam al-Shafi'i (d. 204AH/820AD), the founder of one of the
four Sunni schools of law, this important work gives the fundamental principles of Islamic jurisprudence and
its influence continues to the present day. During the early years of the spread of Islam, the exponents of
Islamic legal doctrine were faced with the problems raised by ruling and administering a diverse and rapidly
growing empire. In Medina and Kufa, as well as other cities of early Muslim rule, schools of law had to be
developed, but it took the genius of Muhammad b. Idris al-Shafi'i, born in the year 150AH/767AD, to
establish the principles by which the various legal doctrines could be synthesised into a coherent system. In
the Risala, which laid down the basis for such a synthesis, al-Shafi'i established the overriding authority, next
only to the Qur'an, of the Sunna or example of the Prophet Muhammad as transmitted in the traditions.

Professor Majid Khadduri has done an admirable service in making this valuable work available in English,
His excellent translation uses not only the original manuscripts of Ibn Jama'a and al-Rabi, found at Dar al-
Kutub, the National Library in Cairo, but also authoritative editions published earlier in this century, namely
the Bulaq and Shakir editions. In his introduction, Professor Khadduri outlines the historical background of
the Risala and gives a biography of al-Imam al-Shafi'i as well as annotated, detailed summaries of the
composition, structure, substance and argument of the text. He also includes a list of transmitters of
traditions, a glossary of the most important Islamic legal terms and a select bibliography. For this new
edition, the index has been expanded and a small corrigenda added.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Pursell:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic
Jurisprudence had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations
of Islamic Jurisprudence is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence.
You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Sidney Robertson:

This Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence tend to be reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the
Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic
Jurisprudence giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Philip Brown:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Al-
Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence.

Mildred Shaw:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic
Jurisprudence can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't



recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have
Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence.
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