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A magisterial work of social history, Life After Death illuminates the many different ways ancient
civilizations grappled with the question of what exactly happens to us after we die.

In a masterful exploration of how Western civilizations have defined the afterlife, Alan F. Segal weaves
together biblical and literary scholarship, sociology, history, and philosophy. A renowned scholar, Segal
examines the maps of the afterlife found in Western religious texts and reveals not only what various cultures
believed but how their notions reflected their societies’ realities and ideals, and why those beliefs changed
over time. He maintains that the afterlife is the mirror in which a society arranges its concept of the self. The
composition process for Judaism, Christianity, and Islam begins in grief and ends in the victory of the self
over death.

Arguing that in every religious tradition the afterlife represents the ultimate reward for the good, Segal
combines historical and anthropological data with insights gleaned from religious and philosophical writings
to explain the following mysteries: why the Egyptians insisted on an afterlife in heaven, while the body was
embalmed in a tomb on earth; why the Babylonians viewed the dead as living in underground prisons; why
the Hebrews remained silent about life after death during the period of the First Temple, yet embraced it in
the Second Temple period (534 B.C.E. –70 C.E.); and why Christianity placed the afterlife in the center of its
belief system. He discusses the inner dialogues and arguments within Judaism and Christianity, showing the
underlying dynamic behind them, as well as the ideas that mark the differences between the two religions. In
a thoughtful examination of the influence of biblical views of heaven and martyrdom on Islamic beliefs, he
offers a fascinating perspective on the current troubling rise of Islamic fundamentalism.

In tracing the organic, historical relationships between sacred texts and communities of belief and comparing
the visions of life after death that have emerged throughout history, Segal sheds a bright, revealing light on
the intimate connections between notions of the afterlife, the societies that produced them, and the
individual’s search for the ultimate meaning of life on earth.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Lowery:

Here thing why this kind of Life After Death: A History of the Afterlife in Western Religion are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Life After Death: A History of the Afterlife in
Western Religion giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no publication that similar with Life After Death: A History of the Afterlife in Western Religion. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Life After Death: A History of the Afterlife in Western Religion in e-book can be your option.

Solange Smith:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Life After Death: A History of
the Afterlife in Western Religion book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Titus Johnson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One
of them is this Life After Death: A History of the Afterlife in Western Religion.

Jamie Ault:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Life After Death: A History of the
Afterlife in Western Religion is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book.
It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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