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Best known for her Oscar-nominated roles in the smash hits Paper Moon and Blazing Saddles, Madeline
Kahn (1942-1999) was one of the most popular comedians of her time--and one of the least understood. In
private, she was as reserved and refined as her characters were bold and bawdy. Almost a Method actor in
her approach, she took her work seriously. When crew members and audiences laughed, she asked why--as if
they were laughing at her--and all her life she remained unsure of her gifts.

William V. Madison examines Kahn's film career, including not only her triumphs with Mel Brooks and
Peter Bogdanovich, but also her overlooked performances in The Adventure of Sherlock Holmes' Smarter
Brother and Judy Berlin, her final film. Her work in television--notably her sitcoms--also comes into focus.
New York theater showered her with accolades, but also with remarkably bad luck, culminating in a
disastrous outing in On the Twentieth Century that wrecked her reputation on Broadway. Only with her
Tony-winning performance in The Sisters Rosensweig, fifteen years later, did Kahn regain her standing.

Drawing on new interviews with family, friends, and such colleagues as Lily Tomlin, Carol Burnett, Gene
Wilder, Harold Prince, and Eileen Brennan, as well as archival press and private writings, Madison uncovers
Kahn's lonely childhood and her struggles as a single woman working to provide for her erratic mother.
Above all, Madison reveals the paramount importance of music in Kahn's life. A talented singer, she
entertained offers for operatic engagements long after she was an established Hollywood star, and she treated
each script as a score. As Kahn told one friend, her ambition was "to be the music."
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Walker:

Typically the book Madeline Kahn: Being the Music, A Life (Hollywood Legends Series) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Madeline Kahn: Being
the Music, A Life (Hollywood Legends Series) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Carl Yeates:

Madeline Kahn: Being the Music, A Life (Hollywood Legends Series) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Madeline Kahn: Being the Music, A Life (Hollywood Legends Series) although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Nick Zapata:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Madeline Kahn: Being the Music, A Life (Hollywood Legends Series) can
make you really feel more interested to read.

Anthony Lainez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Madeline Kahn: Being the Music, A Life (Hollywood Legends Series) when you desired it?
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