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Fantasies of Witnessing explores how and why those deeply interested in the Holocaust, yet with no direct,
familial connection to it, endeavor to experience it vicariously through sites or texts designed to make it
"real" for nonwitnesses. Gary Weissman argues that far from overwhelming nonwitnesses with its magnitude
of horror, the Holocaust threatens to feel distant and unreal. A prevailing rhetoric of "secondary" memory
and trauma, he contends, and efforts to portray the Holocaust as an immediate and personal experience, are
responses to an encroaching sense of unreality: "In America, we are haunted not by the traumatic impact of
the Holocaust, but by its absence. When we take an interest in the Holocaust, we are not overcoming a
fearful aversion to its horror, but endeavoring to actually feel the horror of what otherwise eludes
us."Weissman focuses on specific attempts to locate the Holocaust: in the person of Elie Wiesel, the most
renowned survivor, and his classic memoir Night; in videotaped survivor stories and Lawrence L. Langer's
celebrated book Holocaust Testimonies; and in the films Shoah and Schindler's List. These representations,
he explains, constitute a movement away from the view popularized by Wiesel, that those who did not live
through the Holocaust will never be able to grasp its horror, and toward re-creating the Holocaust as an
"experience" nonwitnesses may put themselves through. "It is only by acknowledging the desire that gives
shape to such representations, and by exploring their place in the ongoing contest over who really 'knows' the
Holocaust and feels its horror, that we can arrive at a more candid assessment of our current and future
relationships to the Holocaust," he says.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Depriest:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you that Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience
the Holocaust book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

James Brown:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust
book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer connected with Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts
to Experience the Holocaust is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ira Gonzalez:

The event that you get from Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust could be
the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts
to Experience the Holocaust giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that
Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust instantly.

Whitney Martinez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the e-
book untitled Fantasies of Witnessing: Postwar Efforts to Experience the Holocaust can be very good book
to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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