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Introducing World Religions offers an exciting new approach to the study of the world's religions. Taking its
inspiration from performance studies and using an innovative dramatic metaphor, it enables students to
explore religious ideas and culture in terms of the players (key figures), the script (foundational texts) and
performance (religious practices). The discussion of key players treats human and non-human figures on the
world stage, including the principle (God, Dharma, Dao), imaginal figures (angels, baals, bodhisattvas),
exceptional persons (founders, prophets, gurus), and historical persons (significant players in the drama of
religions). The discussion of the foundational texts includes materials that balance or challenge mainstream
texts with an alternative perspective. The section on performance explores non-verbal religious activities
such as pilgrimage, icon painting, dance, divination, and meditation.

Those concerned with introducing "post-colonial" discourse to students without losing the classic category of
"the sacred" should find this textbook to be balanced and evocative. It presents workable concepts from the
camps of both "religionists" and "reductionists" and students are challenged to move between "inside" and
"outside" positions as they survey what have been called (controversially) "world religions".

Specially designed to assist learning it includes:

chapter timelines showing key persons, events and dates●

themed boxes to encourage methodological enquiry●

key-point chapter summaries to support understanding and review●

study questions to assist classroom discussion●

maps, charts and photographs●

glossary of key terms and concepts●

key reading, a comprehensive bibliography and index.●

Ideal for one-semester or modular introductory survey courses on the world's religions, Introducing World
Religions will be essential reading for any student of religions, worldwide. The accompanying website to this
book can be found at http://www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415772709.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Pemberton:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Introducing World
Religions? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other
opinion?

Michael Burr:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirements is Introducing World Religions this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition
of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Roger Lee:

You will get this Introducing World Religions by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Richard Graham:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Introducing World Religions to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book
Introducing World Religions can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of these time.
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