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Whether one studies the farthest reaches of outer space or the inner space of elementary particles of matter,
our understanding of the physical world is built on mathematics. But what exactly is mathematics? A game
played on pieces of paper? A human invention? An austere religion? Part of the mind of God? And equally
important, why do we believe it can reveal to usthe nature of the universe?

John D. Barrow explores these tantalizing questionsin Pi in the Sky, alively and illuminating study of the
origins and nature of mathematics. His tour takes us from primitive counting to the latest scientific ideas
about the physical world, from the notched animal bones of the hunter-gatherers to the visions of Galileo and
Descartes, and from the intricate mathematical systems of Egypt, Sumeria, and other early civilizations, to
the work of such modern giants as Einstein, Kurt Godel, Alfred Tarski, and Bertrand Russell. We meet
Pythagoras and his mystical "cult of numbers' aswell as an eighteenth-century Swiss mathematician who
proved to his colleagues--through an algebraic formula--the existence of God. Barrow examines ancient
Chinese counting rods colored black and red for negative and positive numbers; the Botocoudo | ndians of
Brazil, who indicate any number over four by pointing to the hairs on their head; and the dethroning of
Euclidian geometry in the nineteenth century with the rise of Darwin and cultural relativism. And in an eye-
opening last chapter, Barrow discusses how the traditional picture of the universe as a vast mechanismis
currently being replaced by a new paradigm--one that sees the universe, in essence, as a cosmic computer
program.

Bristling with riddles and paradoxes, and quoting everyone from Lao-Tse and Robert Pirsig, to Charles
Darwin and G.K. Chesterton, to Roger Bacon, Baron de Montesquieu, and Umberto Eco, Pi inthe Skyisa
profound--and profoundly edifying--journey into the world of mathematics. It illuminates the way that
numbers shape how we see the world and how we see ourselves.
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From reader reviews:
David Tillery:

This Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book isinformation inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. This
particular Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being without we recognize teach the one who reading
through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and
Being can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking,
and Being having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Curtis Monahan:

Why? Because this Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of positive
aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
technique. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Doris Griffin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Pi in the Sky:
Counting, Thinking, and Being that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and Being become
your own starter.

Dolores Schreiber:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very important
aswell as book asto be the matter. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your personal
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of books



that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Pi in the Sky: Counting, Thinking, and
Being.
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