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Straight from the front line of urban America, the inspiring story of one fiercely determined teacher
and her remarkable students.

As an idealistic twenty-three-year-old English teacher at Wilson High School in Long beach, California, Erin
Gruwell confronted a room of “unteachable, at-risk” students. One day she intercepted a note with an ugly
racial caricature, and angrily declared that this was precisely the sort of thing that led to the Holocaust—only
to be met by uncomprehending looks. So she and her students, using the treasured books Anne Frank: The
Diary of a Young Girl and Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Sarajevo as their guides, undertook a life-
changing, eye-opening, spirit-raising odyssey against intolerance and misunderstanding. They learned to see
the parallels in these books to their own lives, recording their thoughts and feelings in diaries and dubbing
themselves the “Freedom Writers” in homage to the civil rights activists “The Freedom Riders.”

With funds raised by a “Read-a-thon for Tolerance,” they arranged for Miep Gies, the courageous Dutch
woman who sheltered the Frank family, to visit them in California, where she declared that Erin Gruwell’s
students were “the real heroes.” Their efforts have paid off spectacularly, both in terms of
recognition—appearances on “Prime Time Live” and “All Things Considered,” coverage in People
magazine, a meeting with U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley—and educationally. All 150 Freedom
Writers have graduated from high school and are now attending college.

With powerful entries from the students’ own diaries and a narrative text by Erin Gruwell, The Freedom
Writers Diary is an uplifting, unforgettable example of how hard work, courage, and the spirit of
determination changed the lives of a teacher and her students.

The authors’ proceeds from this book will be donated to The Tolerance Education Foundation, an
organization set up to pay for the Freedom Writers’ college tuition. Erin Gruwell is now a visiting professor
at California State University, Long Beach, where some of her students are Freedom Writers.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Flowers:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Freedom Writers Diary: How a Teacher and 150 Teens
Used Writing to Change Themselves and the World Around Them can be fine book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Doris McNeal:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be
your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely The Freedom Writers
Diary: How a Teacher and 150 Teens Used Writing to Change Themselves and the World Around Them.

Muriel Carpenter:

You can find this The Freedom Writers Diary: How a Teacher and 150 Teens Used Writing to Change
Themselves and the World Around Them by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to
be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Lee Long:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Freedom Writers Diary: How
a Teacher and 150 Teens Used Writing to Change Themselves and the World Around Them.
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