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Higher education reforms have been on the agenda of Western European countries for 25 years, trying to
deal with self governed professional bureaucracies politically weakened by massification when an emerging
common understanding enhanced their role as major actors in knowledge based economies. While university
systems are deeply embedded in national settings, the ex post rationale of still on-going reformsis
surprisingly uniform and “de-nationalized”. They promote (1) the “organizational turn” of universities, to
varying extent substituting collegial loosely coupled entities by “integrated, goal-oriented entities
deliberately choosing their own actions (and therefore open to differentiation), that can thus be held
responsible for what they do” (2) the diversification of stakeholders, supposedly offering solutions to
problems as various as the democratisation of universities, the shrinking of State budget resources and the
diversification of university missions offering answers to changes in the making and in the use of science.

When it comes to accounting for these reforms, two grand narratives of public management share the floor.
NPM implies a strengthening of the capacity of the core State to direct public services organizations through
management by objectives and results or contractualization, assessment, evaluation and. “ Governance’
focuses on “ network-based” governance systems, where coordinating power and control are collectively
shared between the major ‘social actors or partners' at al levels of the decision-making system. Our results
suggest that all higher education systems under study were more or less transformed according to both these
narratives. It is therefore needed to understand how they combine or create contradictions. Thisleads usto
test athird neo-weberian model. This model reaffirms the role of the State, of representative democracy,
(central, regional and local), of public law (suitably modernized), preserves the idea of a public service with
adistinctive status, culture and terms and conditions. It shifts from an internal orientation to bureaucratic
rules towards an external orientation in meeting citizens' needs and wishes by means of standardization of
work processes and their products, based on a distinctive public service and a particular legal order survived
as the foundations beneath the various packages of modernizing reforms.

This book traces the national dynamics of public policies, organizational design and steering toolsin seven
European higher education and research systems, using these narratives to interpret and test the actual
changes and the degree of national specificities and European convergence.

This book is not asum of national chapters like other presumably comparative. It does not intend to tell once
again the story of the transformation of the relationships between the state and universities. It triesto use
Higher education system to discussissues on state intervention and steering and more generally the NPM,
governance and neo-weberian modelsin a specific field.

Furthermore, this book intends breaking the walls between specialists in higher education and specialist in
public management and research policy. Thiswell rooted division of labour islessthat ever justified as the
university mission in research (fundamental, applied, strategic) is underscored by commentors and reformers
themselves. For that reason, we have chosen to observe the consequences of the dynamics of public policies,
organizational design and steering tools on two specific issues related to the devel opment of research training
and organizing within universities: the transformation of research funding on the one hand and the expansion
of graduate studies and doctoral schools on the other.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Carroll:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives
(Higher Education Dynamics) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find
the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with University Governance: Western
European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) content conveysthe idea easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different in the form of it. So, do you nevertheless thinking University Governance: Western European
Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Frederick Cagle:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The University Governance: Western European
Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let usteach
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning agame. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Barbera Champ:

This University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) is
great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book revea it data accurately using great
plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives
(Higher Education Dynamics) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous asingle. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve
aready do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Darren Reid:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose often the book University Governance: Western European



Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our own
skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especialy. It isto befirst opinion for
you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication University Governance: Western
European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of thistime.
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