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Kansas City Lightning: The Rise and Times of Charlie Parker isthe first installment in the long-awaited
portrait of one of the most talented and influential musicians of the twentieth century, from Stanley Crouch,
one of the foremost authorities on jazz and culture in America.

Throughout hislife, Charlie Parker personified the tortured American artist: arevolutionary performer who
used his alto saxophone to create a new music known as bebop even as he wrestled with a drug addiction that
would lead to his death at the age of thirty-four.

Drawing on interviews with peers, collaborators, and family members, Kansas City Lightning recreates
Parker’ s Depression-era childhood; his early days navigating the Kansas City nightlife, inspired by lionslike
Lester Young and Count Basie; and on to New Y ork, where he began to transcend the music he had
mastered. Crouch reveal s an ambitious young man torn between music and drugs, between his domineering
mother and his impressionable young wife, whose teenage romance with Charlie lies at the bittersweet heart
of this story.

With the wisdom of ajazz scholar, the cultura insights of an acclaimed socia critic, and the narrative skill of
aliterary novelist, Stanley Crouch illuminates this American master as never before.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Arnett:

Baook is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Kansas City Lightning: The Rise and
Times of Charlie Parker will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book
with you?

Clyde Miller:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book Kansas City Lightning: The Rise and Times of Charlie
Parker ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Kansas City Lightning: The Rise and
Times of Charlie Parker is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
using the book Kansas City Lightning: The Rise and Times of Charlie Parker. Y ou never experience lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Catherine Taylor:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
at thispoint is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Kansas City Lightning: The Rise and Times of Charlie
Parker why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you. Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Buddy Beckstead:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we want. A book is apair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Kansas City Lightning: The Rise and Times of Charlie Parker was
filled in relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your technol ogy
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
abook, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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