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In the mid-eighteenth century, colonial Americans became enamored with the rich colors and silky surface of
mahogany. This exotic wood, imported from the West Indies and Central America, quickly displaced local
furniture woods as the height of fashion. Over the next century, consumer demand for mahogany set in
motion elaborate schemes to secure the trees and transform their rough-hewn logs into exquisite objects. But
beneath the polished gleam of this furniture lies a darker, hidden story of human and environmental
exploitation.

Mahogany traces the path of this wood through many hands, from source to sale: from the enslaved African
woodcutters, including skilled “huntsmen” who located the elusive trees amidst dense rainforest, to the ship
captains, merchants, and timber dealers who scrambled after the best logs, to the skilled cabinetmakers who
crafted the wood, and with it the tastes and aspirations of their diverse clientele. As the trees became scarce,
however, the search for new sources led to expanded slave labor, vicious competition, and intense
international conflicts over this diminishing natural resource. When nineteenth-century American furniture
makers turned to other materials, surviving mahogany objects were revalued as antiques evocative of the
nation's past.

Jennifer Anderson offers a dynamic portrait of the many players, locales, and motivations that drove the
voracious quest for mahogany to adorn American parlors and dining rooms. This complex story reveals the
cultural, economic, and environmental costs of America’s growing self-confidence and prosperity, and how
desire shaped not just people’s lives but the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Mahan:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Mahogany: The Costs of Luxury in Early America. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
Mahogany: The Costs of Luxury in Early America. You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Alan Johnson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Mahogany: The Costs of Luxury in Early America as
your daily resource information.

Daphne Shew:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Mahogany: The Costs of Luxury in Early America can be your answer because it
can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Samantha Bond:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had been exactly
added. This e-book Mahogany: The Costs of Luxury in Early America was filled regarding science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read
a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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