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Riding the High Wire is the first comprehensive history of aerial mine tramways in the American West,
describing their place in the evolution of mining after 1870. Robert A. Trennert shows how the mid-
nineteenth century development of wire rope manufacturing made it possible for American entrepreneurs
such as Andrew S. Hallidie and Charles Huson to begin erecting single-rope tramways in the 1870s and
1880s. Their inventions were followed by the more substantial double-rope systems imported from Europe.
By the turn of the century, aerial tramways were common throughout western mining regions, hauling
everything from gold and silver ore to coal and salt and changing the face of the industry.

Aerial mine tramways proved to have a special fascination; people often rode them for a thrill, sometimes
with disastrous results. They were also very temperamental, needed constant attention, and were prone to
accidents. The years between 1900 and 1920 saw the operation of some of the west's most spectacular
tramways, but the decline in high-country mining beginning in the 1920s--coupled with the development of
more efficient means of transportation--made this technology all but obsolete by the end of the Second
World War.

Historians and the general reader will be equally enthralled by Trennert's fascinating story of the rise and fall
of aerial mine tramways.

"Professor Trennert has explored a new area of mining history, and is to be commended for his pioneering
work." --Liston Leyendecker, author of The Griffith Family and the Founding of Georgetown.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

Typically the book Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine Tramways in the West will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine
Tramways in the West is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jennifer Byler:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book
you have read is usually Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine Tramways in the West.

Patty Shield:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Riding the High Wire:
Aerial Mine Tramways in the West that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine Tramways in the
West become your own starter.

Michael Vogel:

You can get this Riding the High Wire: Aerial Mine Tramways in the West by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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